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hs With A r 2p r what is 
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iloſopher ! Where are t Ideas? Where i FL  Trath, Gere ; 
. 1 Vos. an, 
Lord Shaftesbury's CharaRteriſtice, 
it is written, 1 will deflroy the Wiſdom of the Wiſe, and - 

will bring to nothing the — of the Prudenr. 
Nene is 15 Wiſe ? Where is the Scribe ? Where is the Diſputer 


this World ? Hath not God made fooliſh the Midom 
S* World - 1 Cor. Chap. i, ver. 19, 20, _ | ＋ 


| Works done before the Grace of Chriſt, and rhe Inſſ viration 
of his Spirit, are not pleaſant to God—Neither No they 
make Men meet to receive Grace. — 1 we doubt not : 
bur they have rhe Nature of Sin. 
They alſo are to be had accurſed, that preis to ſay char 
every Man ſhall be ſaved by the Law. or Sec which be 
profeſſeth, ſo that he be diligent to frame his Life a according 
* that Law, and the 5 of Nature. 
_ Artic. 13, and 18, of r 
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With a Concluſion, ſhewing what is 
\;, JOFPICTENT. - 


Philoſopher ! Where are thy Ideas? Where i; Truth, Certainty, 
Evidence, ſo much talk'd of ? = 
3 Lord Shaftesbury's Characteriſtics. 
For it is written, I will deſtroy the Wiſdom of the Wiſe, and 
will bring to nothing the Underſtanding of the Prudent. 
Ihere is the Wiſe ? Where is the Scribe? Where is the Diſputer 
e this World ? Hath not God made fooliſh the Wiſaom of 
' this World? 1 Cor. Chap. i. ver. 19, 20. 8 


Works done before the Grace of Chriſt, and rhe Inſpiration 
of his Spirit, are not pleaſant to God—Neither do they 
make Men meet to receive Grace. Vea, we doubt not 
but they have the Nature of Sin. 25 
They alſo are to be had accurſed, that preſume to ſay that 
every Man ſhall be ſaved by the Law. or Sect which he 
profeſſeth, ſo that he be diligent to frame his Life accordin 
to that Law, and the Light of Nature. # 
Artic. 13, and 18, of the Charch of England. 
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To the Ab VO AT ES for 
Reaſon and Revelation. 
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Gentlemen, 


OUGH ever) 
ook with Impar- 


ſtand or fall by its own in- 


trinſic Worth or Imper- 


fection, 


2 tial Judges, Will 


9 
1 
7 | J. 
- « 
= 9 
5 8 
* 
* 
hs, 


Cu) 
fection, and conſequent- 
ly no Apology can excuſe, 
or Patronage 
yet, leſt the Title of this 
Performance, (which is 


of ſo extraordinary and 
uncommon a Nature,) 


might ſurpriſe the Reader, 


andcreate ſome prejudices 
that would interfere with 


an Impartial Judgment, 


lig d to ſay a Word or 
two, in order to re- 
move what might occa- 


ſion any injurious Suſpi- 
cions, tho we are not in- 
ſenſible that an Apologetic 


Dedication to a Production 
F of this Kind, will (at firſt 
— 0 


protect it: 


we thought ourſelves ob- 


„ ee „ ond . 


* 


ſight) be thought as new 
as the Publication of the 
Production it ſelf 


Bur give us leave to 
lay, that when the Scope 
and De/ign of this Under- 
taking is conſidered, and 
theConcluſfion duly wei hy, 
it will be found ſo far from 
undermining the Truth of Re- 
Iigion, that it is only ſub- 
fer vient to the reftoring its 
primitive Purity and Per- 
fection; which has been in- 
Itirely diſregarded in the 

late Controverſy. For that 

Reaſon is Inſufficient in diſ- 

covering the Will of God, 

is manifeſt from hence, 
142 that 


_ 
that we have no other Me- 
dium by which we can 
judge of the Will of any 


Being, but from the KNoW- 
LEDGE of his Nature ; and 
that the Nature of God is 
incomprehenſible, is allow d 
by all: Canſt thou by 
ſearching find out God, or 
know the Almighty to Per- 
fettion? How then can we, 
being ignorant of his Va- 
Jure, judge concerning his 
Milli and if unacquainted 
with his Will, how prac- 
tiſe or obey it ? And that 
External Traditional Revo- 
lation is not ſufficient, is as 
manifeſt from hence, that 
Revelation it ſelf abounds 
with 


( V J — 
with numerous Proofs of |} 
its own Inſufficiency with- 'F 

out Supernatural Aſſiſtance, 
or immediate Inſpiration of 
| rhe Spirit, to enable us to 
judge of the Szyſe of the 
 eoritten Wor d; and that ex- 
ternal Revelation can only 
beunderſtood by the Light 
ofthe internal Ipirit, which 
1s the Gulpk we are con- 
tending for; and novel as 
it may ſeem, is the ſame 
which the Apoſtles, Fa- 
thers and Primitive Chri- 
tf] fans taught and ſeal'd 
- | with their Blood, which 
8 | all Orthodox Divine have 
tf] ever ſtrenuouſly conten- 
s | ded for, and which is the } 
ex- 9 


» 


(vi) 

expreſs Doctrine of the 
Articles of the Church of 
England, and other Con 
feſſions. 


WI can n hardly imagine, 
ſince this appears to be 
our Deſign, Sa you can 
be ſo diſingenuous to ac- 
cuſe us of advancing a 
Doctrine inconſiſtent with 
the Principles of Revela- 
tion and the Church, or 
draw ſo invidious a Con- 
cluſion, that this under- 


only it was meant to ſup- 
port and defend: Which is 
true Primitive Chriſtianity. 


BUT 


mines and betrays what 


(vii) 


Bu T whatever Mi ſcon- 


ſtructions this Treatiſe may 
be ſubject to, we are con- 
ſcious it was calculated 
to Convince, and not of- 
| | fend; ſo that if it ſhould 
| not in all its Parts be 
exactly conformable to 
| TRUTH, yet we have 
all the Pleaſure and Sa- 
tisfaction the Conlcioul- 
neſs of a good Inten- 
tion can inſpire. And 


4 S LS 217. Ca + JING 9 


(viii) 
Sacred Guide, and conſe- 
quently to God and Man- 
kind. 


Ie are, Gentlemen, with all 


Due Submiſſion and Regard, 


Tour moſt ſincere and 


Moſt reſpectſul Friends. 


ſDbEMONSTRATION 
OF THE 


INSUFFICIENCY, ccc. 


the PLING a Reaſon 


and Revelation, have of 


late run very high; and 
the Public has been entertain'd 
with numerous Productions on theſe 
Subjects; Paſtoral Letters, Addre/- 
ſes, Diſco urſes, Pleas, Demu rrers, 
” Rejoinders and Sur-Re- 
B Joinaers 


(2) 
joinders have been play d off, againſt 
each other, with more Warmth than 


Judgment: and the War has been 


wag d, with ſuch equal Force and 


Abilities, that it is difficult to deter- 
mine, to which the Victory ſhould 


be attributed; tho' all rational and 
diſcerning Men muſt confeſs, that 
very few Maſfter-Strokes have been 
given, or Specimens of Skill exhi- 
bited, on either Side. 


TEE grand Point in Controverſy, 
between theſe harmleſs and innocent 


Diſputants, is, I hether Rx asON is 


ſufficient, in Matters of Religion, 
without the Help of Revelation © 


One Party has endeavoured to prove; 


that Reaſon ſclely, is ſufficient : The 


other, that Revelation muſt neceſſa- 


rily be called in, as an Aid or Ally 


zo Reaſon, in order to compleat the 
8 Sufficiency; 


— 1 — 


(; Y 

Suffeciency ; but both agree in this, 
That Reaſon and Revelation, (Jepa- 
n || 72h or Jointly confidered,) muſt be 

2 ficient. | 

"TT needleſs to repeat the ſve. 
ral Arguments theſe good Men have 
recourſe to, in Support of the Cauſe 
they eſpouſe, ſince the World is ac- 
quainted with them already, in their 
various Productions; of which little 
notice will be taken in the Courſe of 
theſe Obſervations ; which will prin- 


; 
« || cipally be confined, to the Proof of 
„ || the Title, by a regular and con- 


need Series of Argument, taken 
5 from the Mature of Religion, and 
of Mankind; from whence the Fol- 
lies and Abſurdities, of all theſe 

Writers, will be fully manifeſted. 
IN Order therefore to form, a 
clear and diſtinct Judgment of this 
So Pro- 


FS7:-. 
Propoſition , « That Reaſon and Ne- 
« delation, (Jeparately or jointly con- 
« fder'd) are not ſufficient in Mat- 
« ters of Religion, it will be ne- 
ceſſary to conſider. 


1ſt, — Wha is meant » the 


Term SUFFICIENCY. 
2dly, —H hat Religion i IS. 


15 3dly, — The Powers and Abilities 
of Human Nature. 


4thly,—The Circumſtances and 
Conditions of Mankind. 


5thly,—- The Mature of a written 


Revelation. 


6thly,-— The different Opinions 


and Sentiments of Mankind, 


Concerning Religion. 
Tar Term Surricigenr has fo 
ambiguous a Meaning with theſe 
Wri- 


W 


65) 
Writers, (who darken Counſel, by 
Words without Knowledge,) that it 


is highly proper, to define and ſettle, 


a diſtinct Meaning of it. 


O NE of the late Yhiflers in Con- 


troverly, defines a ſufficient Guide, 
to be ſuch a Capacity or Power 


in Mau, when duly exercisd, as 


is ſufficient to anſwer the Purpoſes of 
true Religion, without any Thing ſu- 


peradded ; and when he thinks he 


has ſhewn, the bare Poſſibility of a 


Man's duly exerciſing this Power, he 
fancies, his Work is finiſhed, and 
that, the Swufficiency of Reaſon in 
Matters of Rel gion is demonſtrated : 


Whereas, if Reaſon and Revelation, 


eparately or jointly con ider d, are 
not ſufficient, in whatſoever State, 


Circumſtance or Condition, Mankind 
are, Then it is impoſlible they 


ſhould 


66) 
ſhould be . in Matters of 
Religion. 

80 that Suryictancy truly de- 
fin d, is a Capacity or Power in all 
Mankind, in all Circumſtances and 

Conditions, and at all Times and 
Places, to diſcern and exerciſe Re- 
ligion : : or elſe, it would be the 
moſt abſurd Thing in the World to 
5 - fay, that Rea/on or Revelation, are 
ſufficient in Matters of Religion 
for if this Sufficiency, does not reach 
all the Circumſtances already men- 
tioned, it is, (according to theſe 
Writers themſelves,) not /zffic:ent to 
Mankind ; but only to a particular 
Number of Men : and conſequently 
in that Caſe, neitber Reaſon nor Re- 
velation would be ſufficient in Mat- 
ters of Religion, which muſt neceſ- 


ay be ſuppos d to affect all Men. 
THE 


E 
TRE Term Sufficiency, being 


thus ſettled and defin' d, it will be 
proper before the Argument is en- 
ter d upon, to define True Religion. 


RELIGION 7s the Dun Knowledge 


and Practice of our Duty to God 
and to each other, to witch Defi- 


nition, all or moſt of theſe Writers 
agree; and againſt thoſe who do 
not, the Concluſion is yet the ſtron- 
ger. And to ſhew that both Reaſon 
and Revelation, (ſeparately or jointly 
conſider d,) as Mankind are confti- 
tuted and circumſtanced, muff ne- 
ceſſarily be inſufficient in Matters of 
Religion, it will be abſolutely ne- 
ceflary, to take a View of Mankind 


in two Lights; 1 ft, as to their Mo- 
rals, and, adly, their Religion. In 
which we ſhall conſider, their Powers 
| and 


3 
and Abilities, Circumſtances and 
Conditions. 
Is we make a Judgment of the 


| Sufficiency, or Inſufficiency of Reaſon fte 


and Revelation, in Matters of Re- 


 ligion, from the Behaviour of Man- 


kind to each other, and the general 
Tenour of their Actions in civil So- 


ciety, we ſhould immediately and 
juſtly conclude, both Reaſon and 


Revelation, ( [eparately or jointly con- 
fader 4, inſufficient. For whatever 


may be ſaid oſ Men, with Regard 
to their natural Liberty or Power to 


be religiouſly honeſt, by Way of 


Objection to this Method of enqui- 


ring, into the ſuppoſed Sufficiency of 


Reaſon or Revelation, it amounts to 


nothing; nor in the leaſt aſſiſts to 


ſhew, the Sufficiency of either. T he 
PracTics of Mankind, is the only 


rue 


(9) 
true Way, that we can form any 
I judgment, of their Powers, Abili- 

Iries or Diſpoſitions : which are not 
to be known, by metaphyfical ab- 
raft Reaſoning, but from what we 
SzE and ExrRRIEN CR. From whence 
Jit is moſt evident, that the conſtant 
Temptations they are under, their 
different Paſfions, Intereſts, Vicus, 
and Situations in the World, (all of 


which, in almoſt every Inſtance of 


Life, conſpire to make Men diſre- 
gard the Practice of what Religion 
| Joins) are infinitely too frong, 
to be under the Power or Influence 

either of Reaſon or Revelation : nei- 


ther of which, are hardly in any 


Degree ſufficient to reſtrain Man- 
kind, when the Views of worldly 


Advantage come in Competition. The 
Hopes that many Villanies will lie 
C con- 


U , P 1 


£ 20) 


it will be in the Power of the Of- 
fender, to commute the Matter, by a 
Death-bed Repentance, are two 


ſuch ſalutary Conſiderations, and 
ſo able to ſupport and bear us out, | 


againſt the Checks and vain Efforts, 
of ſo ductile and complaiſant a Con- 
ſcience as we are generally poſſeſs d 
of, that little Oppoſition is made, 
when Pride, Luft, Avarice, Dif- 
honefly, Revenge, Hatred, or any other 
of that hatefull Train, meet with their 
proper Objects: But as no Argu- 
ments can exemplify this Truth, fo 
clearly as the PractTics of the 
World, the Reader may caſt his 
Eye around, take a comprehenſive 
and diſtinct View of his Species, and 
then judge, whether they are truly 
deſcribd. 


WHEN 


conceal'd from the World; and that 


vw . 


tal Yann wr. © — OY — 


(17) 
Wu this is throughly conſi- 


der' d, it will appear, that the Crea- 
ture's Power of reſtraining, is not 
equal, nor bears any P roportion, to 


to the Iaſſuence of his Paſſions; and 
that he is ſo framed and conſtituted, 


as to render it almoſt impoſlible, 


(ceteris paribus,) for him to hold 
the ScaLs, in that Ballance or Egui- 


librium, which Religion requires 3 


Bim. 


Ir we conſider Mankind under 


the Influence of Religion, we are 


fatisfy'd, that much the greateſt 


Part of them, have always, at leaſt 


as far as we can trace by Hiſtory, 
been enſlav d by Priefts, Impoſtors, 


and Tyrants ; whoſe Thirſt after 
Power and Arbitrary Sway, and the 


Means they have had recourſe to, 


in ſecuring the Poſſeſſion of them, 


C 2 have 


Þ 
"7 

I 
x 
# 
1 
WL 

i 


„ 
have had ſuch terrible Effects on che 


Minds of thoſe whom they govern'd, 


as to obſcure, and even totally obli- 


terate, all Senſe of R ight and 


Wrong, Humanity, and Social 22 
feftion. 


I will certainly be wk that 
ante theſe Circumſtances, where 


the People are forechs 4 all Oppor- 


tunities, of coming at any Know- 


ledge, that might be of Uſe to them, 


in the Improvement or Recovery, of 


an enſlav d Underſtanding, they 


muſt neceſſarily perſevere in the 
Practice, of what their Leaders 
teach them * from an Apprehenſion 


that they ought to obey, what (with 


ſuch awful! Solemnity) they are 
taught: and being thus diſengag'd 
from the Tyes of Humanity and 


natural Affection towards their S, he- 


cies, 


A 


613) 
cies, we find by Experience, they are 
always ready to perſecute and diſtreſs 


every Individual, who entertains 
different Sentiments from themſelves; 
and this not becauſe they are deter- 


min d to be cruel and unjuft, but 
becauſe they really believe it to be 
the Exerciſe of true Religion ; and 
for the Honour and Service of God. 


Ir is the moſt weak and childiſh | 
Objection imaginable to fay, that 
theſe unhappy Creatures fituated in 
Parts of the Globe, where Dark- 
neſs and Ignorance, Impoſture and 
Credulity make eternal Night, are, 
notwithſtanding this, capable upon 
the Principles merely of Reaſon, to 
diſcern and practiſe true Religion; 
which is impoſſible, under theſe 
Circumſtances. When all the Ave- 


nues to the Mind are clos'd up, it 


2 muſt 


(14) 
muſt remain uninform'd : We never 
yet found Men capable of Informa- 
tion, or Reaſoning, while they we re 
| beſet and incompaſſed on every Side, 
with the moſt extravagant Super ſti- 
tion and Enthuſiaſm. And it is ro- 
mantic to ſuppoſe they could know 
their Duty, from a Revelation which 
never reach'd them : T hat is a Point 
too well ſettled to be calld in 
Queſtion; for every Man of the leaſt 
Diſcernment ſees at once, that no 
Guide can be ſufficient to a Man in 
Matters of Religion, which he never 
heard, nor knew any thing of. 
Ir may be objected, that tho 
Mankind in this Situation, were not 
able to know or exerciſe true Religion, 
yet it does not thence follow, that 
Reaſon is inſufficient in Matters of 
Religion; ſince they have by. V- 


«K fare 


4 


cc ture a Power or Capacity (which 


« if duly exercisd) is ſufficient for 


« re Purpoſes. 
Taz Anſwer is exceeding plain, 
That if this aatural Capacity which 


gainſt the Influence of falſe Teach- 
ing; the pious Cheats and holy Fug- 
ghes that have been introduced into 
the World, to enflave the Under- 


wicked and corrupt Set of M. en, 


bas been to ſcatter Ruin and Confu- 
Fon, among the whole Race of Man- 
1 hind, and to diſpoſſeſs them of every 


amiable Quality: Then, it is the 
greateſt Abſurdity imaginable to ſay, 
that Men had by Nature a Capacity 


to 


is talk d of, is not ſufficient to ſup- 
port Mankind, aud bear em out, a- 


ſtandings of Mankind, and prepare 
'em for abſolute Submiſſion, to a 


(whoſe principal Bu ſingſe in Life, it 


(26) 
to diſcern and exerciſe true Reli- 
gion. 

Ir there be any Meaning i in theſe 
Words, „ zhat all Men have by Wa- 
« ture a Capacity Fi know and exer- 
ce ciſe true Religion, it muſt be this, 
That every Man, however or wher:- 

ever bred, educated, or fituated in 
. the World, can notwithſtanding, diſ- 

cern the Folly and Impoſition, of all 

falſe Teaching in Matters of Reli- 

gion ; and be able to guard and pro- 
tec himpelf againſt it; or elle it is 
very ridiculous to — that all 
Men have by ature a Capacity to 
know and exerciſe true Religion : and 
that this is impoſſible, we have prov'd 
already. 

Taz next Thing which naturally 
falls under Conſideration, is the Wa- 
ture of a Written Revelation. 


& 


had © 


92 of 


+ 


THe 


(17) 

Tas only Medium, (except #1me- 
| diate Inſpiration from God, and that 
is entirely out of the Queſtion with 
theſe Writers) by which a Revela- 
tion is faid to have been convey'd 
to Mankind, is by WRTrTEN TRA- 
DITION ; which is not only not ani- 
1 ver/al, and conſequently ſeems to 
want, one of the principal Marks, 
by which a Revelation from God, 
ſhould be diftinguiſhd from all 
falſe and pretended Revelations; but 
is in its Mature, greatly ſubject to 
be miſunderſtood, and to Error, 
Change, and Alteration, thro' the 
Variety of Tranſlations, and the In- 
capacity of one Language, to ex- 
preſs the Trxut Meaning of ano- 
ther : and as Mr. Locke, (in whom 
| ſome of the Contenders for Reve- 
lation, thro' an Incapacity to judge, 

D of 


( 18 ) of 
of the true Senſe of that Author, 
have very incautiouſly plac'd the ut- 


moſt Confidence) truly fays, © It is 


c not to be wonder'd at, that the 
« Will of God, when CLOATRHED 


„ 1x Worps, ſhould be liable to | 


« that Doubt and Uncertainty, 


* 


c 


of 


Will of God : But if a written Re- 
velation is in its Wature, ſubject to 
be miſunder ſtoad, and liable to un- 


avoidable Doubt, and Uncertainty ; | 
then it follows, that we know not | 
 CxrTainLy wherein it does, or does | 
not contain TxuLy, the Will of 


1 God ; 


which unavoidably attend, that | 
ſort of Conveyance.” Now a Re- 
velation, (according io Human Rea- | 
Jon) can in no other Senſe be e- | 
Neem” d ſufficient, in Matters of Re- 
ligion, than as it conveys to Man- | 
kind CLRARLY and DisTINCTLY, the | 


„ Dodd a Led for... OA 


vo 


* 


( 19 ) 
God; and conſequently a written 
Revelation, cannot be ſufficient, in 
Matters of Religion; of the Truth 


of which, the numerous Train of 


Interpreters, who have infeſted the 


World, ever ſince Revelation came 


into it, are an infallible Proof. 

Bur there has lately beeen ſent 
into the World, a Book intituled, 
The Uſefulneſs, Truth, and Excel- 
lency, of the Chriſtian Religion de- 


ended, againſt the Objeftions con- 


tained in a late Book, intituled, 
Chriſtianity as old as the Creation. 


In which, among innumerable o- 


ther ab/urd and contradifory Poſi- 


tions, that will in due Seaſon be 


ſhewn to the Publick, is contained 
the following; That nothing can 


cc be more perverſe or unreaſonable 


« than to inſiſt, that it ought to have 
D 2 ce been 


(20) 

& been abſolutely impoſſible, that the 
« frſt Propagators the Chriſtian 
« Revelation, ſhould have been de- 
ceiv d. Shall we reject (ſays he) 
a Probability that they were not 
deceiv'd, which in Affairs of the 
cc oreateſt Moment tis reckon'd 
ce Madneſs to diſpute, only becauſe 
« it is poſſible they might? And 
the ſame Writer tells us afterwards, 
that the higheſt Evidence, Chri- 
Prianity has for its being authentic, 
goes no further, than Probability: 
Ckkralxry it does not reach; and 
yet he ſuppoſes it /ufficient in Mat- 
ters of Religion, notwithſtanding it 
is not univerſal. Which being in 
7 Degree inconſiſtent, with the 
Conſequences we have drawn, from 
what we have already laid down, 
concerning the Mature of . a written 
Reve- 


£ 
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| Revelation, and with what this Wri- 
ter has, in ſeveral other Parts of his 
Book has aſſerted, (whoſe Premiſſes 
| | generally, are ſo much at Variance 
X with his Concluſions, that the latter 
ſeldom infer any thing, which is 

contain d in the former ;) two or 

three Obſervations may properly 

| | enough be made, in order torender 
| | what he has faid confifent with it 
| fff; ; which is an Undertaking the 
more grateful, as it is in behalf of 
I one, who tho he ſeems not to have 
aim d, at proving the Truth of this 
| Propoſition, that “ Reaſon and Re- X 
| « velation ſeparately or jointly con- 
cc fider'd, are not ſufficient | in Mat- 

(e ters of Religion:“ Yet it muſt be 
own'd by all who have had Patience 
enough to go thro' ſo painful and 
dull a Performance, that he has 


ſaid 


( 28 ) 
faid much in Support of it; parti- 


cularly, with regard to the zotal In- 


ſuſficiency of Reaſon : And has only 


failed in a Demonſtration, from the 
Want of that Underſtanding, which 


is neceſſary in the Art of * - 


rigbi Conclufions. 


IT is prefum'd he will allow | 


God, to be, an infinitely WIs E, 


Goop aud PoWER FUL Being; which 

being taken for granted, it will not 
only appear, that he firſt Propa- 
gators of the Chriſtian Religion, 


could not poſſibly be deceiv'd or 


impos d upon; but alſo, that the 
Evidence, for the Authentickneſs 
of the Chriſtian Religion, muſt a- 
mount to CERTAINTY; or elſe it N 


cannot RE ASONABILx bs ſuppos' d, 
that God was the Author of it. 


Ir 


a. - [ 


a 


( 23 ) 

Ir God intended, to ſend a Re- 
velation of his Will into the World, 
Then it was abſolutely impoſſible, 
that thoſe whom He appointed as 
the Propagators, ſhould deliver that 
zo the World, as the Will of God, 

which in reality was not ſo : for if 

this was Poss 1B L E, then God s In- 


tention of ſending a Revelation in- 
to the World Micur have been per- 


verted. But that is an Abſurdity ; 
becauſe it fu ppoſes, that notwith- 
ſtanding God thought a Revelation 
expedient and neceſſary for Men's 
HFappineſs, and determined to give 
| it them, yet it MicyT PossIBLY not 
have been truly convey d; which is 
a Contradiction: For as He want- 
ed neither WIspoM to frame, a ſui- 
table Revelation, nor GoopNxss to 


give 


( 24 ) 
give it, nor Pow ER to convey it 
truly to Mankind; it follows, that 
whenever He did vouchſafe to give 
that Revelation, it was ImrossBLE 
for it not to have been TeuLy con- 
vey d. It it was impoſſible for it not 
to have been truly convey d, then it 
follows, that the firff Propagators, y 
could not poſſibly have been deceiv'd, 
or impos d upon. | 
AND as a Revelation fra God, 
muſt neceſſarily have been truly 
convey' d, ſo it muſt be diftin&, 
clear, and intelligible ; not ſub- 
ject to Doubt or Uncertainty ; Er- 
ror or Change; the PosszILITY of 
which, muſt unavoidably be exclu- | 4 
ded the Nature of a Revelation, from | ;j 
a Being, who wanted neither /j/= | * 
dom, Goodneſs, or Power, to ena- 
ble Him fo to ſpeak to his Crea- 
tures, 
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tures, that twas impoſſible they ſhould 
miſunderſiand Him. 

For if God, intended his Crea- 
tures to whom He revealed him- 
ſelf, ſhould underſtand Him, (and 
tis an Abſurdity to ſay He did not, 
| when at the ſame time tis allow'd, 
*twas for their Sakes only, He gave 
em a Revelation;) then the only 
poſſible Reaſon, (according to Hu- 
nan Underſtanding, ) that can be aſ- 
| | fign'd, why he did not reveal him- 
ſelf in fuch a manner, as to render 
it ;mpoſſs ible, for his Creatures to 
| miſapprehend Him, muſt be, his 
Want either of Wiſdom, Goodneſs, 
or Power; to aſſert which, is Blaſ- 
pbemy; and conſequently, the Evi- 
dence muſt amount to CERTAIN TV. 

Bur this good Man is very much 
ſurprized to find, that ſo great a 
E Degree 


(26) 


Degree of Probability, for the Truth 


and Authentickneſs of the Chriſtian 
Religion, ſhould not be of equal 
Weight with Probability i in other Af- 


lairs. 


C 


A" 


Indeed, lays he, cc ERP is it but 
« Probability, that is the great 
« Spring of Human Actions, and 
« determines their moſt important | 
% Purſuits; What but a credible 
« Teſtimony, a Teſtimony not ſtrict- 
« ly infallible, that decides in all 
Courts of Judicature, even where 
cc our moſt valuable Properties, and 
« even Life it ſelf, are concerned? 
There is no Doubt but he thought 
this a happy Illuſtration, and fully 
proved that Probability, was the 
moſt which could be required, for 
a Revelation from God, 


WI 


”T 


( 27 ) 
We ſhan't here determine, how 
probable or improbable the Evidence 
for Revelation is; the zhinking Part 
of Mankind are "ld ſatisfied con- 


cerning that already, but rather en- 
quire how far this Illuſtration of the 


God. 


TRE principal Misfortune which 
- | attends all the Writers in this Tram, 


| | is, that in the Defence of their S- 


tems, they are obliged to bring the 


Author of the Univerſe upon a Le- 
vel with his Creatures, and take 

| from him all thoſe Attributes which 
conflitute bis Character. 


Wr have a very notable Inſtance 
= af this before us; the Honeſt Man 
asks, What but Probability is the 


cc great Spring of Human Actions, 
E 2 « and 


Author's, reconciles only Probability 
of Ev idence, with a Revelation from 


( 28 ) 
« and determines their moſt impor- 


cc tant Purſuits, &? He ſhould 
have ask'd at the ſame time, in or- 


der to have made out his ſeeming | 
Parallel, What but Probability is 
the great Spring of Divine Acl ions, 
and determines the Purſuits and 
Actions of God? For the Argu- 
ment, according to him, ſtands 
thus: Becauſe Mankind are ſinite 
Creatures, and therefore muſt un- 
avoidably, in many Inſtances, de- 


termine and act upon Probability, 
and aſſent to what appears to be 


moſt . probable ; Therefore it is e- 
qually reaſonable to conclude, that 
God, who poſſeſſes all M iſdom, Good- | 
neſs, and Power, ſhould give a Re- 
velation of his Will to his Creatures, | 
the Evidence for the Truth of which, 


ou ght 


2 1 


( 29) 
ought not to extend further than 
Probability. 

AND our fagacious n is ſo 
unhappy, as not to ſee what creates 


the Difference in the two Caſes: 


but for the ſake of the World, with 


whom it ſeems, (from the moſt in- 


per ſecs and contradictory Scheme, that 


entirely neu, fairly ſtate this Mat- 
ter, and ſhow, even to the Under- 
ſtanding of the meaneſt of his Rea- 


was ever yet the Product of one 


Man' 8 Brain) He ſtands in a very 


fair and conſpicuous Point of Light; 


we will, with all becoming Defe- 
rence to the Character of that Be- 
ing be has treated in a Manner fo 


ders, whence the Difference ariſes. 
As the Powers and Abilities of 


Human Nature are limited and con- 
fined, Error and Miſtake are un- 
avoidable; 
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( 30 ) 
avoidable ; and even in many Things 
of Importance and Moment to us. 
Ir is not in the Power of Hu- 


man Wiſdom, to diſtribute Juſtice 


among Mankind concerning Con- 


troverſies that ariſe relating to Fats, 
without a very great regard to the 


credible Teſtimony of Witneſſes ; and 
yet we ſee how often that proves an 


Tnſufficient Guide: But it is admit- 


ted, this is no Argument againſt the 


Uſe of the Guide, which, fallible 


as it is, is the only Medium by which 
we are enabled to come at the Know- 


ledge, and forma Judgment of many 
a Things, that highly concern us. So 


that the Reaſon why Mankind ought 
to be determin' d in their Purſuits 


by credible Teſtimony, is becauſe they 


are not furniſh'd with Narurar 


Abilities, to diſcern Things clearly 


and 


( 3x ) 


and diſtinctly as they are; and there- 


fore are obliged to reſolve and act 
upon Probability, and thoſe Degrees 


ſufficient Ground of Rational Pur- 
ſuits. 


Bur there can be no Reaſon gi 


ven why God, who ſees and knows 
all Things perfecti 5 ſhould fo re- 


veal Himſelf to his Creatures, that 


the Evidence for his Revelation, 
ſhould reach no further than Pro- 
bability. This is to ſuppoſe God an 


Arbitrary, Capricious Being; who 


rather chuſes to leave his Creatures 
in Doubt and Uncertainty concern- 


ing the Truth of what is eſſential to 
their Happineſs, than to bleſs 'em 


with a Certainty of Evidence; which 
is inconſiſtent with the Attributes 


of a ite Wiſdom, Goodnefs, and 


Power. 


of Evidence, which appear to be a 
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( 32) 
Power. To illuſtrate this by an In- 
ſtance, which ſeems to reach the 
Point in Controverſy. 
TRE SoLs Reaſon why a wiſe and 


good Man, (to whoſe Hands the 


Happineſs of the People is commit- | 


ted,) is oblig'd in many Inſtances, 
to determine upon credible Teſtimony 
not ftriftly | infallible, and to diſtri- 
bute Juſtice upon the Principles of 
Uncertainty, is becauſe his Natural 


Powers and Abilittes are limited, 


and conſequently render i: impoſſible 
for him to act upon Certainty; there- 


fore it ſhould ſeem reaſonable to con- 
clude that God, who is all PRRFEC· 
TION, and wanted neither of thoſe A.- 


tributes which diſabled the wiſe, im- 
partial and good Man from acting 


upon the Principles of Certainty, 
would /o reveal himſelf, that the 
Evi- 


( 33 ) 

Evidence for the Authentickneſs of 
his Revelation, would amount to 
Certainty; and carry ſuch internal 
and irreſiſtable Proofs of its Au- 
| zhenticity, as would render it beyond 
all Poſſibility of _ or Uncer- 

tainty. 

For if this be not the Caſe of a Re- 
velation from God, which muſt neceſ- 
IJ ſarily be ſuppos d toariſe, from the Un- 
| certainty and Inſufficiency of human 
| Reaſon, and as this Writer ſays, « to 
« recover MankindtotheKnowledge 
ce of the one true God, the Maker 
cc and Governour of the Univerſe, and 
« to juſt and worthy Notions of his 


« Perfections and Providence, Re- 
velation would be of no Advantage 
to Mankind; and inſtead of being 
a PRRrECT Gul, would be as un- 
certain, and as little to be depended 
on, as that which gave Occaſion to it. 

. An 


"2, 


( 34) 
Axp indeed if the Reaſon which 


this Author gives in Page 18, for 


the Inſufficiency of Philoſophy, or | 


the Reaſon of Mankind, to RE- 


FORM the World, without the Help 
of a particular Revelation from 


Heaven, be a juſt one, it is in rea- 


lity equalfy true of Revelation. He 
lays, © Whatever Philgſopbhy or Rea- 


« ſon was capable of in the abſftra& 


A 


cc 


cc 


e 


cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 


cc 


Mature of the Thing, it is plain 
in fact it did not anſwer this End, 
and farther there was very little 
reaſon to expect this deſirable =. 


fe& from it; for very few of the 


People had either Leiſure or In- | - 


clination to attend the Schools of 
the Phila phers, or if they | had, 

their Lectures of Morality were not 
plain frmple Precepts, adapted to 


vulgar Underſtandings, but ſuch 
abſtract Reaſonings, as are above 


2 « the 


TH the RerorxmaTIion of the World, 


(35) 

« the Capacity of the generality of 
« Mankind; and which very proba- 
ce bly, inſtead of fixing them in clear 
ce and Aiſtinci Principles, would have 


« puzzled and confounded their a- 


cc tural Notions of Good and Evil.” 
| AnD to follow this Author s O- 
table Example (which he hath wiſely 
given , We may with equal 


Truth fay, that whatever Revela- 
tion was capable of in the abſtraf? 


Mature of the Thing, it is plain in 
Fact it has not anfwer'd that End, z. e. 


| And farther there was very little 
reaſon to expect this defirable Ef- 
felt from it; for very few of the 
People gave Arber Leiſure, Learning, 
or Inclination to attend to the va- 
rious, perplex'd, unintelligible Dif- 
putes and Controver fes, that have 
conflantly been on foot in the World, 
F 2 con- 


(36) 
concerning the Meaning of the Chri- 
ian Revelation; or if they had, 
the great Variety of learned Diſ- 
tinctioms, and Criticiſms, concern- 
ing a Language that few or none 
underſtand, were not fimple and | 
plain, or adapted to vulgar Under- 
andings ; but ſuch abſtract, ſub- 
tle, intricate, dark, and myſterious 
 Reaſonings, as were above the Capa- 
City of the generality of Mankind ; 
and which, inſtead of fixing the 
People in clear and diſtinct Princi- 
ples, have puzzled and confounded 
their natural Motions 4 Good and 
Evil. 
Tuvs js it proved at large, 7 upon 
the Principles of mere Reaſon) that 
tis not only impoſſible, that thoſe 
whom God appointed as the firſt 
Propagators of his Revelation, ſhould 
be deceiv d or uh upon: But 
that 


* 


. 
| 
: 


- diftin, clear, and intelligible, not 
 "fubjefi to Doubt, or Uncertaiuty, Er- 


437 
that a Revelation from God, muſt be 


ror, or Change ; and conſequently, 
that the Evidence for the Authen- 
zickneſs of it, muſt amount to Cer- 
tainty. 
As to the Author's Ae 


or rather Words, by which he at- 


tempts, (upon the Principles merely 
of Reaſon ) to vindicate the Conduct 


of Providence in not making his 


Revelation known to ALL Mankind: 


the Folly and deſtructive Tendency 


of them, with Regard to God's Mo- 


ral Character, with a Huddle of o- 
ther Abſurdities, that are ſcatter d 


in almoſt every Page of the Book, 
will be ſhewn to the World by a 
much abler Hand : But one Thing 
may be here obſerv'd, without break- 


ing in upon that Deſign. 
= Wund 


(33) 
WIEN He endeavours to ſhew, 
the Expediente and Neceſſity of a 
Revelation from God, he urges the 
DxrroRABTLE Condition of AlL Man- 
kind, as a Reaſon, for God's ſend- 
ing a Revelation of his ill into the 


WO. 
And this being the — Si- 


tuation of All his Creatures; c and 
« ;he State and Sanden of the 
« World in GENERAL, plainly requi- 
« ring the extraordinary Aſſiſtanee 
« of a Revelation, to recover Man- 
« kind to the knowledge of the 
ce one true God, the. Maker and 
ce Governour of the Univerſe, and 
« to juſt and worthy Notions of 
cc his Perfections and Providence: 
God, as Father of the Univerſe, and 
4 Benevolent Being, who is no Re- 


peter of Perſons, and who egually 
regarded, and flood equally related 
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10 all his Creatures, ſent.a Revela- 
tion to a FE w of * em; and left the 
ResrT in the ſame DEPLORABLE Con- 
dition, deſtin d to Miſery, 
Az this, the Author ſays, is con- 
ſiſtent with his Wiſdom, Goodneſs, 
and B enevolence. His Words are : 
« For the mere Conſideration of the 
cc Uſefulneſs of a univerſal Revela- 
cc lation, and of Mankind's being in 
«a DzPLORABLE Circumſtance for 
« want of it, can be no Argument, 
« that as a Wiſe, Juſt, infinitely 
cc Benevolent Being, he muſt make 
« it univerſal. Becauſe what does 
« not prove he was under an Ob- 
64 Ji gation to give it to Any, can ne- 
« ver prove that he was bound to 
« afford it to All. So that the ſin- 
| ole Queſtion, he lays, is, 60 Whe- 
« ther what God is not obliged to 
cc vouchſafe to ANY, he may not 


- «© com- 


640) 
« communicate to Sous, excluſive 
« of the ResT.” 
Ts certain, if this Doctrine had 
been propagated in the World, by 
one, who was ſuſpected not in 


the Intereſt of the Cbriſtian Reli- 


gion; he would have been treated 


with all the Contempt and Indigna- 


tion, that ſo high an Aﬀront to the 


Author of the Univerſe deſerves. 


But it ſeems, thoſe who only appear 
in the Cauſe of Revelation, are at 
Liberty to aſſert any thing, however 


derogatory to the Honour of God, 


and true Religion, and yet be eſteemed 


as Friend to both. For the Abſur- 
dity of this Poſition, viz. « That 
« all Mankind being 1 in a DerLoka- 
« BLE Condition, for Want of a Re- 
c yelation from God, could be no 
cc Argument, that He, as an in- 


cc Þ Wiſe, Juſt and Benevo- 


cc lent 
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& ent Being, would give a Revela- 
cc tion to all Mankind,” appears 
(upon the Principles of Carnal Rea- 
fon, and common Senſe, ) to be fo fla- 


grant and monſtrous in it ſelf, that 
the Reader will be able to diſcern, 
how big it is with Folly, without 
| any Argument to exemplify it : He 
| can't avoid ſeeing that it flares him 
full in the Face, and /zems to ftrike 
at the very Foundation of God's Mo- 
ral Character. 
AND the Argument which the 
Writer makes uſe of, to prove it con- 
fiſtent with the Wiſdom, Goodneſs, 
and Benevolence of God, not to give 

a Revelation to al Mankind, is a 

Contradiction, . and ſubverts it ſelf. 
Fon there being no other Rea- 
ſon urged, as he ſtates his QuesTION, 
why 1 it is conſiſtent with God's 7/;/- 
G 


dom, 


( 42 ) 
dom, Goodneſs and Benevolence, not to 
give it to ALL, than, becauſe he was 
not obliged to give it to Ax; it 
follows, if He was obliged to give it 
to any, He was obliged to give it to 


all : and that He was obliged to give | 
it to ſome, may be proved to De- 


monſtration in this conciſe Manner. 


IT is allow'd by this Writer, that 
God has given a Revelation to Part | 
of Mankind; It was therefore, either | 
reaſonable and fir for God, as a | 
wiſe and good Being, to give that 


Revelation, or it was not. 
Ir. it was, Then, God was under 


an Obligation to do it, becauſe it was 
reaſonable and fit for Him, as a 


wiſe and good Being. 

Ir it was not, Then, God acked 
without any Regard to the Reaſon 
and . of * and comſe- 
1 quently 


( 43) 
quently in an arbitrary, capricious 
Manner, and made “ his mere Will 
« the Rule of his Actions; which this 
Writer allows to be inconſiſtent with 
his Nature : And conſequently God 
could not give a Revelation to Man- 
kind, unle it was reaſonable and 
fit in the Mature of the Thing, which 
creates the Obligation. 

Ax therefore, according to this 
| Author's cunning State of the Qaeſ- 
| tion, (upon which, he fays, the 
whole Controverſy turns) there being 
no other Reaſon given, why God was 
not obliged to give a Revelation to 
ALL, than becauſe He was not obli- 
ged Z0 give it to AN - of follows, 


He was under an OBLIGATION to 

give it to ALL, becauſe He was un- 
der an OBLIGAT ION 70 give it to 
DOME. 
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Tus much we thought our ſelves 
obliged to ſay concerning our Fel- 
lIow-Labourer, of whom, at our firſt 
ſetting out, we intended to have 
taken no notice : But upon a Care- 
ful peruſal of his Performance, we 


thought it neceſſary to give theſe 


few Hints, in order to eſtabliſh the 


Writers Character, and our own 
Hypotheſis ; ſince, from the groſs 
Abſurdities which we have ſhewn | 
him to have fallen into, (when he is 4 
at Variance with himpelf, concern- | 
ing a Point, we are both, tho not 
by Defion, engaged to prove) the 
Demonſtration will appear yet the 
ſtronger, That Reaſon and Revela- 
tion, ſeparately or jointly confider d, 
are not Ju ficient in Matters of Re- | 
Aion. 


Wilen 


, 


( 45) 
Wulcn leads to our laſt general 
Head ; viz. The different Opinions 
and Ane of Mankind, con- 
cerning Religion. 

IT is evident, Men pats vari- 
ouſly, and differ with each other in 
their Sentiments, upon almoſt every 
Thing that is the Subject of Enqui- 
ry; and in nothing more, than con- 
cerning the Will of God : which 

Difference muſt ariſe, either from 
the Want of thoſe Powers or i- 
lities, which were neceſſary to the 
diſcerning the Will of God; or our 

Wegligence, in not making proper 
| Uſes of thoſe Powers and Abilities. 
Ap that the whole Difference 
which ariſes among Mankind con- 
cerning the Will of God, is not the 
Effect of Megligence, will moſt evi- 
dently appear, when we conſider, 

that 


( 46 ) 

that thoſe who have, with all Poſſi- 
ble Care and Attention, anxioully . 
ſought after, and endeavour'd to 
find out, both by the Light of Wa- 
ture and Revelation, what was True 
Religion, have yet, after all their 
painful and laborious Searches, dif- 
Ffered widely with each other, in their 
Opinions concerning it. 

Bur if Reaſon or Revelation were 
Sufficient, it would be impoſſible, at 
leaſt, that thoſe who were deſirous to 
know the Will of God, and fincere 
in their Enquiries, could fail of dif- 
covering it. And yet theſe unhap- 
py Enquiries have, thro' the want 
either of natural Abilities, or what 
are generally efteem'd the Means of 
Information, fail'd in that Diſco- 


very. 


Thus 
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Thus have we proved, 


iſt, From a right Defmition of the 
Term Sufficiency : 


2dly, From what 1 is meant by Re- 
gion: : 


zdly, From the —— of 1 
the Powers and Abilities of „ 


man Nature : 


Athly, From the Circumſtances and 
Conditions of Mankind : 
sthly, From the Mature of a writ- 


ten Revelation : 5 
6thly, and laſtly, From the dif- 
ferent Opinions and Sentiments 
of Mankind, concerning Reli- 
gion; That Reaſon and Reve- 
lation, ſeparately Or jointly con- 
ider d, are not SUFFICIENT in 


Matters of Religion. 
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CONCLUSION. 
AVING prov'd to Demonſtration, 
H (upon the Principles merely of Rea- 
ſon) that both Reaſon and Revelation; ſe- 


parately or jointly conſider d, are inſufficient 
in Matters of Religion; we preſume it will 
be ask'd, What is ſufficient * To which 


we Anſwer, the IMMEDIATE INSPIRATION 


of Gop; without which, it will be im- 


poſſible for Men to perceive the DARK 
and HIDDEN MysTERI1es of Religion, which 
arc only to be diſcern'd, thro the Influence 
of the Spirit ; and cannot be attain'd, by the 


Exerciſe of mere human Powers and Abili. 
ties: for in vain might Men cndeayour by 
NATURAL Means to arrive at the Knowledge 


of SUPERNATURAL Things. The mere Rea- 
ſon or Wiſdem'of Man, can never point 


cout to him the Things of God; for we 


arc aſſured of the Incapacity of human W:ſ- 
dom, to judge concerning ſpiritual Things, 
EEG which 


3 „* _ 


FEY 


a. 


( 49 ) 
which can only be ſpiritually diſcern'd ; 
and That God will deſtroy the Wiſdom of 
the Wiſe, and will bring to nought the Un- 
derſtanding of the Prudent. Again, Where 
ig the Wiſe? Where is the Scribe ? Where 


is the Diſputer of this World? Hath not 


God made fooliſh the Wiſdom of this World? 
For after that, in the Wiſdom of God, the 
World by Wiſdom knew not God, it pleaſed 

God by the Fooliſhnefs of Preaching, to ſave 
them that believe. Again, The Fooliſhneſs 
| of God is wiſer than Men; and the Weak- 
neſs of God is ſtronger than Men. But 
Go4 hath choſen the fooliſh Things of the 
World, to confound the Wiſe ; and God 
hath choſen the weak Things of the World, 
Zo confound the Things which are mighty, 
and baſe Things of the World, and Things 
 #vhich are deſpis d, hath God choſen, yea, 
and Things which are not, to bring tonought 

Things that are. All which ſufficiently 
evince the Weakneſs and Frailty of Rea- 
| ſon, or human Wiſdom ; and conſequently 
its Inſufficiency in ſearching out the divine 
Myſteries of Religion; for they are not 
ſuited to the Enquiries of Philoſophy, and 
2 . a 3 


(30) | 
vain Speculation, but are the peculiar Ob- 
jets of Faith, which is the Gift of the Si- 
rit; by the Light of which alone, Men are 

enabled to know the Things that are of 
Goa, according to the Apoſtle, when he 
proves the Neceſſity of the immediate In- 
ſpiration of the Spirit, in order to diſcern 
ſpiritual Things. God (ſays he) hath re- 
vealed them unto us by his Spirit: for the 
Spirit ſearcheth all Things, yea, the deep | 
Things of God. For what Man knoweth | 
the Things of a Man, ſave the Spirit of | 
Man which is in him? Even ſo the Things | 
of God knoweth no Man, but the Spirit 
of God. Now we have received not the | 


H Spirit of the World, but the Spirit which 
zs of God; that we might know the Things 


that are freely given to us of God. Which 
Things alſo we ſpeak, not in the Words 
which Man's Wiſdom teacheth, but which 
the Holy Ghoſt teacheth, comparing ſpi- 
ritual Things with ſpiritual, But the na- 
tural Man receiveth not the Things of the 
Fpirit of God: for they are fooliſhneſs unto 
him ; neither can he know them, becauſe 
they are ſpiritually diſcern d. From whence F 
it evidently follows, that neither Reaſon |} © 
nor ' 


(51) 


nor Revelation can form in us a Perception 


or the Things of God, without the imme 


diate Inſpiration of the Spirit ; by which 
our Underſtandings are enlightened, and 
prepared to receive what can only be ſpt- 
ritually diſcern d. 

IF then 'tis only thro the Spirit, we can 
judge of ſpiritual Things ; 'tis in vain to 
pretend to examine them, by the Rules of 
Science and Philoſophy ; the Folly of which 


has been ſufficiently expoſed by a famous 


Author. 
A trueBeliever, (ſays he) a Chriſtian, who 
& yell underſtands the Genius of his Re- 
ce ligion, does not expect to ſee it agree with 


ce the Aphoriſms of the Lyceum, nor to find 


cc it able by the mere &t rength of Reaſon, 
« to confute the Dzfficulties of Reaſon : 
« He well knows, that natural Things bear 
<« no proportion with ſupernatural; and 


ce that if a Philoſopher was deſired to level 


« and adjuſt the Myſteries of the Goſpel 
ce with the Ariſtotelian Axioms, it would 


ce be requiring of him what is inconſiſtent 
« with the Nature of Things. You muſt 


« neceſſarily make an Option between 


« Philoſophy and the Goſpet : If you will 
H 2 35 belicve 


ce believe nothing but what is evident, and 
« agreeable to common Notions, chooſe 
c Philoſophy: If youll believe the incom- 
c prehenſible Myſteries of Religion, take 
* Chriſtianity, and leave Philoſophy ; for 
« to poſſeſs Evidence and Incomprehenſibi- 
[ity together, is a Thing impoſlible. 

« A true Chriſtian, well inſtructed in 
* the Character of ſupernatural Truths, and 
ec well grounded in the Principles peculiar 
to the Goſpel, will laugh at the Subtle- 
«C fies of Philoſophers, and eſpecially of the 
c Sceptics: FAITH will place him above 
* the Regions wherein the Tempeſts of 
* Diſpute reign ; he'll. find himſelf ſeated, 
e where he can hear the Thunder of Ar. 


cc guments, and Diſtinctions roar below 
c him, without any Diſturbance : A Poſt, 


* that will prove an Olympus, and the 
ce true Temple of Wiſemen ; from whence 
e he will ſec in a perfect Tranquility, the 
« Weakneſſes of Reaſon, and the Wandrings 
* of mortal Men under the Conduct of 
te ſuch a Guide.” 
AL which abundantly manifeſts, the 
Folly and Vanity of thoſe who have re- 
jected the Hirit, and placed their Sulf 
ciency 


(53) 


ciency in mere human Reaſon and kxrEn- 
NAL traditional Revelation; ſince it is 
through the Spirit only we can diſcern 


ſpiritual Things, and know the Things 
which are of God. As it is written, the 
NATURAL Man underſtandeth not the Things 
of the Spirit of Cod, for they are ſpiritually 
diſcern d: Nor can external traditional Re- 
velation convey to us the Knowledge of 
the Things which are of God, while we 
are unenlightened by the Spirit; for we 
are enabled to judge of an EXTERNAL Re- 
velation only by the Light of the IX TER- 
NAI. Spirit, without which, it would be to 
us but a dead Letter; and St. Paul ſaith, 
the Letter killeth, but the Spirit giueth Life. 
Tuvus have we proved, © both Reaſon 
« and Revelation inſuſſicient in Matters of 
“Religion, only to ſhew Men where their 
true SUFFICIENCY lies, and that their 
Strength is ſolely in God, who Worber h in 
us both to will, and to do bis good Pleaſure; 
for by Grace are ye ſaved, ſays the Apoſtle, + 

through Faith, and that not of yourſelves, 

it is the Gift of God. 

SINCE then the Spzriz, is that Teleſcope, 
through which only we can perceive the 
Things 


( 52) 
ce believe nothing but what is evident, and 
ce agreeable to common Notions, chooſe 
e Phzloſophy : If you ll believe the incom- 
c prehenſible Myſteries of Religion, take 
e Chriſtianity, and leave Philoſophy ; for 
eto poſſeſs Evidence and Incomprehenſibi= 


« [ity together, is a Thing impoſlible. 


A true Chriſtian, well inſtructed in 
e the Character of ſupernatural Truths, and 
cc well grounded in the Principles pecnliar | 
« fo the Goſpel, will laugh at the Subtle- 
& fies of Philoſophers, and eſpecially of the 
Sceptics: FaiTH will place him above 
« the Regions wherein the Tempeſts of 
4 Diſpute reign ; he'll. find nimſelf ſcated, 
ce where he can hear the Thunder of Ar. 


«© guments, and Diſtinctions roar below 
ec him, without any Diſturbance : A Poſt, 


* that will prove an Olympus, and the 
© true Temple of Wiſemen ; from whence 
« he will ſec in a perfect Tranquility, the 
« Weakneſſes of Reaſon, and the Wandrings 
e of mortal Men under the Conduct of 
te ſuch a Guide.” 

ALL which abundantly manifeſts, the 
Folly and Vanity of thoſe who have re- 
jected the Spirit, and placed their Suffi- 
c ciency 


ciency in mere human Reaſon and Exrknx- 
NAL traditional Revelation; ſince it is 
through the Spirit only we can diſcern 
ſpiritual Things, and know the Things 
which are of God. As it is written, the 
NATURAL Man underſtandeth not the Things 
F the Spirit of God, for they are ſpiritually 
diſcern d: Nor can external traditional Re- 
velation convey to us the Knowledge of 
the Things which are of God, while we 
are unenlightened by the Spirit; for we 
are enabled to judge of an EXTERNAL Re- 
velation only by the Light of the INTER- 
NAI. Spirit, without which, it would be to 
us but a dead Letter; and St. Paul faith, 
the Letter killeth, but the Spirit givethLife. 
Thus have we proved, © both Reaſon 
« and Revelation inſufficient in Matters of 
C Religion,” only to ſhew Men where their 
true SUFFICIENCY lies, and that their 
Strength is ſolely in God, who worketh in 
us both to will, and to do his good Pleaſure.; 
for by Grace are ye ſaved, ſays the Apoſtle, 
through Faith, and that not of Hour ſelves, 
it is the Gift of God. 
SINCE then the Hyirit, is that Teleſcope, 
through which only we can perccive the 
Things 
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